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In the current winter, since the end of December, on gulf of Finland has developed it is abnormal the heavy ice conditions which was not met earlier for last 55 years when there is a continuous archive of daily sea ice charts. The ice edge has reached a longitude island Hogland  December, 24, that for 30 days before usual terms. Such early beginning ice formation at Hogland has taken place for the first time for the specified number of winters.
Further, ice formations carried intensive and practically continuous character. Ice conditions has reached the maximum development to middle of March. At this time in the Neva bay and further up to island Sescar it was marked fast ice, thickness of ice at coast reached 60 - 80 cm. From island Sescar up to a longitude island Rodscaer, ridged ice by thickness 55 - 75 cm was observed compact, in partly consolidated. Such thickness of ice also was marked for the first time for the specified number of dates. Further to the west prevailed also compact, in part ridged ice 40 - 65 cm. In Northern Baltic was observed by thickness young ice. The edge of ice passed on latitude of island Saaremaa.

Below the tables showing ice conditions during increase of ice on the end of December, January and February are given. In tables in the current winter ice conditions is compared to conditions the previous most severe winters.

From tables it is visible, that during all period ice formation ice conditions was several in the current winter, than in previous most severe winters.

Comparison of current ice conditions with conditions

 in the most severe winters

Ice conditions for December, 31, 2002
	Year
	Thickness of ice

in the Neva bay
	Thickness of ice

in  area islands

Motshjnyj - Hogland 
	Edge of ice

	1965-66
	25 – 35 cm
	Ice free
	Island Sescar

	1967-68
	25 – 45 cm
	5 – 15 cm
	Island Hogland

	1978-79
	35 – 45 cm
	20 – 35 cm
	Island Osmussaar

	1984-85
	15 – 25 cm
	Ice free
	Island Sescar

	2002-03
	35 – 50 cm
	20 – 40 cm
	Island Osmussaar


Ice conditions for January, 31, 2003
	Year
	Thickness of ice

in the Neva bay
	Thickness of ice

in  area islands

Motshjnyj - Hogland 
	Edge of ice 

	1965-66
	35 – 45 cm
	25 – 35 cm
	Island Osmussaar

	1967-68
	40 – 60 cm
	30 – 40 cm
	Island Vaindlo

	1978-79
	50 – 60 cm
	30 – 50 cm
	Cape Ristna

	1984-85
	40 – 50 cm
	30 – 40 cm
	Island Osmussaar

	2002-03
	50 – 70 cm
	40 – 60 cm
	Cape Ristna


Ice conditions for February, 28, 2003
	Year
	Thickness of ice

in the Neva bay
	Thickness of ice

in  area islands

Motshjnyj - Hogland 
	Edge of ice

	1965-66
	50 – 70 cm
	40 – 60 cm
	Island Hogland

	1967-68
	50 – 70 cm
	40 – 60 cm
	Cape Ristna

	1978-79
	60 – 70 cm
	50 – 60 cm
	Latitude island 

     Saaremaa

	1984-85
	55 – 70 cm
	40 – 50 cm
	Latitude island 

     Saaremaa

	2002-03
	55 – 75 cm
	50 – 70 cm
	Latitude island 

    Saaremaa
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